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1. Project Name

2. Project Location

Project Limits (point to point):

Project Length (feet/miles), if applicable:

Building Dimensions, (size in square feet), if applicable:

State of Texas/Legislature

House of Representatives

38 Name:

Name:

Name:

State Senate

27 Name:

Name:

Name:

Federal Congressional

House of Representatives

27 Name:

Name:

Name:

3. Qualifying Category

4. Nominating Entity

5. Nominating Entity Contact Information

Contact Person:

Title:

Mailing Address:

City: State:

Zip Code: Fax:

Daytime Telephone: Email:

Additional information can be found in the Transportation Enhancement Program Guide:

Blake Farenthold

District #:

District #:

District #:

District #: Eddie Lucio, Jr.

District #:

District #: Eddie Lucio, III

Brownsville

District #:

78520

956-548-6148

TX

956-548-6161

stephanie.reyes@cob.us

District #:

Stephanie Reyes

Director, Grant Mgmt

1034 E. Levee St.

District #:

Brownsville Historic Battlefield Trail Fort Brown Connection

City of Brownsville

13,418 linear feet

Linear Park (Harrison & 7th St) to Fort Brown Historic Landmark (30

www.txdot.gov/business/governments/te.htm

TxDOT District:County:
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(No more than 10 pieces)

(Label Attachment as 'Project Information - Attachment A')

8. Official Local Government Funding Resolution

9. MPO Letter of Support (if applicable)

(No more than 10 pieces)

(Label attachment as 'MPO/COG Letter of Support - Attachment E')

(No more than 10 pieces)
(Label attachment as 'Certification of Funding and Support - Attachment B')

6. Project Description
(Limited to 3500 Characters with spaces)

7. Project Information
Directional Maps, Site Maps, General Floor Plans, and Photographs

The City of Brownsville (City) proposes to construct the Fort Brown Connection, which would be 

2.75 miles of bicycle and pedestrian enhancements through downtown to expand the existing 

nine-mile Historic Battlefield Hike and Bike Trail (Trail).  The Trail, a previous TEA-21 project, 

currently connects Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical Park, which is the site of the first battle 

of the U.S. and Mexican War in 1846, to Linear Park at the northern end of downtown.  

The proposed project has been developed through a year-long partnership between the City, 

Brownsville Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), National Park Service (NPS), United 

Brownsville, and the University of Texas Brownsville and Texas Southmost College (UTB/TSC), 

with technical assistance from the NPS Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program.  The 

proposed project is included in the award winning "Imagine Brownsville Comprehensive Plan" from 

2009 and the MPO’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan.  

The Fort Brown Connection will expand the Trail, which currently has an estimated 1,000 daily 

users, to include a connection between Linear Park and the Fort Brown earthworks (a National 

Historic Landmark site), built by U.S. troops in 1846 to claim the Rio Grande as the boundary 

between the U.S. and Mexico.  The site is now located at the Fort Brown Memorial Golf Course 

adjacent to the University of Texas at Brownsville/Texas Southmost College.   

Currently, there are no bike routes through downtown and many sidewalks do not have ADA 

accessible ramps.  The proposed project will create 5 foot bicycle lanes through striping and the 

installation of permanent delineated barriers through downtown to provide protection from vehicles.  

Non-ADA compliant sidewalks and curb ramps will be demolished and replaced by ADA compliant 

sidewalks and cross-slopes consisting of alternating concrete and brick pattern hardscape.  New 

sidewalks will be added where none currently exists.  Amenities such as bicycle racks, benches, 

trash receptacles and way-finding signage will be incorporated within existing right-of-ways.   

The City owns all roads and right-of-way encompassed in the Fort Brown Connection project 

except for the crossing at International Blvd, which is TxDOT owned and they have provided 

support. Matching funds are being provided via a collaborative partnership of City departments.   

This project will achieve the following: 1) Enhance access for individuals with mobility impairments 

to the downtown business district and state-of-the-art bus terminal; 2) Expand safe bicycle and 

pedestrian access to downtown offerings, the Fort Brown earthworks and the U.S. and Mexico 

international border; 3) Promote conservation goals by reducing the need for personal vehicles; 4) 

Create outdoor engagement opportunities and increase physical activity to help combat obesity; 

and 5) Support economic development through increased visition to local attractions via new routes
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C. Ranking by Nominator

of

11. Property Ownership and Acquisition Information
(Label attachments as 'Property Ownership and Acquisition Information - Attachment D')
(No more than 10 pieces)

12. SHPO Certificate of Eligibility - National Register of Historic Places (if applicable )
      (Contact the State Historic Preservation Officer through THC)

(Label attachment as 'SHPO Certificate of Eligibility - Attachment F')

          property's interest will be transferred upon approval)
If Yes - When was the property acquired and how?  Describe.

Was the property acquired in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and
Real Property Acquisition Act?

10. Evidence of Public Involvement and Support
(Label attachments as 'Evidence of Public Involvement and Support - Attachment C')
(No more than 10 pieces)

A. Attach letters of support and other documentary evidence of public interest.
    (No more than 10 pieces)

B. Provide dates and information about public meetings and events held to discuss the project.
    ( Limited to 1,640 Characters with spaces )

All proposals must provide documentation of the Nominator's property rights by title of ownership,
lease, or easement  for all property within the project limits.

Is the property needed for the project already acquired?
If No - How will it be acquired?  Describe. (include commitment letter by current owner that the

The Fort Brown Connection project was developed through a year-long planning process with 

multiple partners. The City held three public meetings in October 2012 to educate the community 

about the project and to obtain input on the project plans. A public notice for the meetings ran in 

the Sunday, 10/14 edition of the Brownsville Herald and an article ran in the paper on 11/5/12.

Meeting 1: A workshop was held before the City Commission meeting on 10/16/12. About ten 

members of the public were present in addition to the Commission members. City staff gave a 

detailed presentation on the project.  A recording of the workshop and meeting was aired on the 

City’s public access television station twice a day for the two weeks following the meeting.  

Meeting 2: Presentation with Q&A at a community meeting for Belden Trail, a separate hike and 

bike trail project being built near downtown, on 10/23/12. Eight members of public were present 

and asked questions.

Meeting 3: Public meeting on 10/24/12 held in El Cueto building, a City facility near the route. 

The City Planning Department mailed a Notification Letter to 175 addresses along the proposed 

route to inform them of the project and request written and verbal feedback on the project. The 

Notification Letter was then posted on the City’s home page and remained there for two weeks.  

The Planning Department spoke with over twenty businesses and property owners to inform them 

of the project and obtain their input. Alignment changes were made based on their feedback.

Yes No

Yes No

The route for the Fort Brown Connection project is within the City's Right-of-Way except for the 

portion that crosses International Blvd, which is state-owned and TxDOT has provided its support.  

See Attachment D for more information.
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20

31,000 Operations $ 0 Income   $ 0

(Assessments, possible mitigation for Hazardous Materials, permits, review by THC, COE, etc. )

Other

      Texas Commision on Environmental Quality or the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department indicating
      their technical evaluation of the project.

Months

(Executing contract, hiring consultant, planning, schematic and design, utility relocation, etc. )

Environmental Clearance

3

4

      anticipated income derived from the project. (yearly basis )

      (Label attachment as 'Evaluation of Work Involving Environmental Mitigation - Attachment H')

15. Railroad Right of Entry Letter/Agreement (if applicable )
      Projects proposing to encroach or cross railroad right of way, must include documentary evidence
      from the railroad granting a right of entry or an executed encroachment agreement.
      (Label attachment as 'Railroad Right of Entry Letter/Agreement - Attachment I')

16. Local Bicycle Plan (if applicable )
      Projects proposing to build facilities for bicycles must include documentary evidence from the city
      or county stating that the project has been included in the entity's bicycle plan, if applicable, or
      the bicycle element of the transportation component of the entity's comprehensive plan.

2

8

8

Projected Time in Months

(Surveying, appraisals, title transfer, clearance... )

      documentary evidence from the appropriate city, county, state or national entity indicating official

14. Evaluation of Work Involving Environmental Mitigation (if applicable )
      Projects proposing environmental mitigation must provide documentary evidence from the

13. Scenic Easement/Historic Site Designation (if applicable )
      Projects proposing acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites, must provide

      designation. (Label attachment as 'Scenic Easement/Historic Site Designation - Attachment G')

      Identify all parties responsible for the maintenance and operations of the project:

      (Label attachment as 'Local Bicycle Plan - Attachment J')

17. Projected Time Estimate
      Estimate the amount of time it will take to complete the project from start to finish.  Approximate the
      time required for each activity.  The activities can run concurrently causing the total time to be
      different from the total of the activities.  Consider time for (but not limited to):

      Estimate maintenance and operations costs of the project. If applicable, determine the amount of any

Planning Activities

ROW Acquisition

Project Design and Plan Preparation of PS&E Package
(Including PS&E Review by TxDOT District, Austin Divisions, TDLR, and other agencies... )

Project Construction/Implementation
(Advertising/hiring contractor, demolition, construction, inspection... )

Maintenance $

18. Maintenance and Operations

Annual Project Maintenance Expenses and Responsibilities.

City Traffic Engineering - Responsible for Bike Lane Paint ($2,000), Bike Lane Barriers ($4,500) 

and Crosswalk Paint ($2,500)

City Public Works - Responsible for Bike Lane Asphalt Repairs ($15,000), Bike Lane Sweeping (4 

cycles per year, total $4,000) and Sidewalk/Curb Ramp Repairs ($2,000)
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Itemized Construction Costs:

Quantity Unit Unit Price Amount

1,055.00 SY 10.00 10,550

1.00 LS 10,000.00 10,000

1.00 LS 10,000.00 10,000

Traffic Control 8.00 MO 7,500.00 60,000

Remove Existing Stripping 26,836.00 LF 1.00 26,836

Relocation of Utilities -above ground 1.00 LS 30,000.00 30,000

Relocation of Utilities - below ground 1.00 LS 30,000.00 30,000

New Utilities 1.00 LS 50,000.00 50,000

Stripping 53,672.00 LF 1.00 53,672

Signage - Remove and Replace 40.00 EA 750.00 30,000

Concrete Ramps 100.00 EA 1,500.00 150,000

Concrete Sidewalks 9,500.00 SF 7.50 71,250

Curb and Gutter 1,500.00 LF 22.00 33,000

Trees/Irrigation 26.00 EA 1,000.00 26,000

Pavers 2,500.00 SF 10.00 25,000

Tree Grates 26.00 EA 2,500.00 65,000

Subsurface drainage 2,000.00 LF 15.00 30,000

Storm Water Polution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 1.00 LS 25,000.00 25,000

Site Furniture 50.00 EA 1,500.00 75,000

Texas Department of Licensing and Review (TDLR) 1.00 LS 2,000.00 2,000

Survey 1.00 LS 20,000.00 20,000

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Subtotal: $833,308

Work Activities:

Demolition - Existing Hardscape Elements

Demolition - Utilities -Above Ground

Demolition - Utilities - Below Ground
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Construction Costs:

Quantity Unit Unit Price Amount

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Total: $833,308

Work Activities:
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Quantity Unit Unit Price Amount

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Total: $0

Quantity Unit Unit Price Amount

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Total: $0

Remember that Planning Costs are allowable ONLY for projects in category 2, 4, 9 & 10:

Remember that Right of Way costs are allowable ONLY for projects in category 3:

Work Activities:

Work Activities:
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13th Street: Pedestrian only;  Replace 

curb ramps as needed.
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11th Street

10th Street

12th Street

13th Street

14th Street

15th Street

University of Texas at Brownsville

& 

Texas Southernmost College

Ringgold Road
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11th Street: Restripe for two way bicycle

lane; Add signage; Replace curb ramps; 

Replace sidewalk as needed.

10th Street: Pedestrian only;  Replace 

curb ramps as needed.

Bicycle Lane Connection to Historic 

Battleield Hike and Bike Trail.  Connect-

tion thru park to be determined during 

design phase.  Provide bicycle racks.

Harrison Street:  Restripe for two way 

bicycle lane; add signage; replace curb 

ramps as needed

Cut-Thru:   Use vacant 11th Street ROW 

for 14’-0” shared use connection 

between Van Buren and Harrison; add 

benches, bike racks, signage, and 

landscape/irrigation  

Adams Street: Restripe for one way 

bicycle lane; Add signage; Replace curb 

ramps as needed.

Jeferson Street: Restripe for one way 

bicycle lane; Add signage; Replace curb 

ramps as needed..

La Plaza at Brownsville Terminal:  

Access to bicycle facilities such as bicycle 

storage/ rack, locker room and showers. 

14th Street:  Restripe 14th for two way 

bicycle lane (between Elizabeth and 

Washington); Add signage; Replace curb 

ramps as needed.

Washington Street:   One way bike lane 

to 13th; Add Signage; replace curb ramps 

if needed.

Sidewalk Connection:  Extend univer-

sity Sidewalk to connect to University 

Blvd Sidewalk.  Match existing treatment.

University Blvd:  Widen existing 

sidewalk to create 14’-0” shared use trail 

to accomodate two way Bicycle traic. 

University Blvd:  Widen existing 

sidewalk to create 14’-0” shared use trail 

to accomodate two way Bicycle traic. 

GATEWAY

INTERNATIONAL 

BRIDGE

Terminus of Bicycle trail  at Old Fort 

Brown /Golf Course

Old Fort Brown Golf / Golf Course

LEGEND

1

2

12

10

11
3

4

5

6

7

8

Bold Denotes Historic Building

SIGNIFICANT AND/OR HISTORIC 

BUILDINGS AND SITES

1

2

3

4

5

6

La Plaza at Brownsville Terminal

Market Square

Pacheco Building

Brownsville Herald

Cameron County Courthouse

7 Federal Courthouse

8 Detention Center

9 Southern Paciic Linear Park

10
Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception

11
1882 County Courthouse/ 
Masonic Lodge

12 Miguel Fernandez Hide Yard

Dancy Building / 1912 
County Courthouse

One Way Bicycle Lane

Two Way Bicycle Lane

Bicycle Direction of 

Travel

9

City of Brownsville, Texas

OVERALL MAP
Downtown Bicycle Facilities, Sidewalks,

and Streetscape Improvements

October 28, 2012
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Re-stripe parking to back-in only

Two way Bike Lane

11th Street
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11th Street

Proposed Jeferson Street

& Typical 40’-0” Street Width Treatment 
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11th Street

Existing Jeferson Street

& Typical 40’-0” Street Width Treatment 
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14’-0” Shared Use Trail 

Pedestrian Crosswalk 

Two way Bicycle Lane 

Bench 

Berm 

Barrier Free Ramp w/ Bollards

 

Bicycle Rack 

PROPOSED SHARED TRAIL CONNECTION
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Proposed Shared Use Trail 11
th

 Street Connection – Van Buren Street to Harrison Street 

View from Van Buren Street 

 

Proposed Shared Use Trail 11
th

 Street Connection – Van Buren Street to Harrison Street 

View from Harrison Street 
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Enlarge existing sidewalk to 14’-0” width to 

create two-way shared-use path. 

Project Information – Attachment A 

University Boulevard 

Proposed Improvements 

City of Brownsville, Texas



Historic Buildings along Fort Brown Connection Route 

Market Square (Building #2 on Overall Map) 

View from 12
th

 Street, with view of Market Square Street 

Bicycle improvements will be made on Adams Street, located half a block to the right of the property;  

curb ramps will be replaced as needed on Adams Street 

 

Dancy Building/1912 County Courthouse (Building #3 on Overall Map) 

View along 11
th

 Street 

Bicycle improvements are proposed for the left side of 11
th

 Street;  

no sidewalk improvements are needed in front of Dancy Building. 

 

Project Information – Attachment A 



 

Pacheco Building (Building #4) 

View from 11
th

 Street, with partial view of Monro Street 

Bicycle improvements will be on 11
th

 St. in front of Pacheco Building;  

pedestrian facility will be located on the opposite side of 11
th

 Street  

 

 

Immaculate Conception Cathedral (Building #9) 

View from Jefferson Street 

Bicycle Improvements Project will be made across the street from the church on Jefferson St.; 

no sidewalk improvements are needed. 

 

Project Information – Attachment A 



1882 County Courthouse/Masonic Lodge (Building #10) 

View from Jefferson Street 

Bicycle improvements will be made along Jefferson Street, in front of the building;  

no sidewalk improvements are needed. 

 

 

Miguel Fernandez Hide Yard (Building #10) 

View from Adams Street 

Bicycle improvements will be made along the right side of Adams Street across from Hide Yard Building;  

no sidewalk improvements are needed. 

  

Project Information – Attachment A 
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911 W. Anderson Lane Suite 101 Austin, Texas 78757      512.533.9555     www.activelifeHQ.org 

 

October 16, 2012 

 

Transportation Enhancement Project Evaluation Committee & 

Texas Transportation Commission  

c/o Melba Schaus, P.E  

TxDOT Pharr District Office. 

PO Box 1717 

Pharr, TX 78577-1717 

 

Dear Ms. Schaus, 

  

On behalf of ACTIVE Life, it is my pleasure to offer my full support of the City of Brownsville, Texas 

transportation enhancement grant application titled Historic Battlefield Trail Fort Brown Connection.  

BƌŽǁŶƐǀŝůůĞ͛Ɛ ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ ŚŝŬĞ ĂŶĚ ďŝŬĞ ƚƌĂŝů ƐǇƐƚĞŵ ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ Ă ďĞƐƚ ƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĞƐ ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ ĨŽƌ both community-

centered design and innovation in public health.  This transportation enhancement grant will provide critical 

funding to this transformative, sustainable project that will powerfully address many of the significant, health-

related issues and disparities that exist in this proud community. 

 

ACTIVE LŝĨĞ ŝƐ ŚŽŶŽƌĞĚ ƚŽ ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌ ǁŝƚŚ ƚŚĞ CŝƚǇ ŽĨ BƌŽǁŶƐǀŝůůĞ ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ ŽƵƌ IT͛S TIME TEXAS ŝŶŝƚŝĂƚŝǀĞ͕ ǁŚŝĐŚ 
seeks to empower motivated individuals and institutions across the state to build healthier communities.  Our 

IT͛S TIME TEXAS initiative provides me the opportunity to travel to and work with communities across the 

state.  In my experience, Brownsville serves as a shining example of a community deeply committed at all 

levels to the health of its citizens.  The Historic Battlefield Trail Fort Brown Connection project well-represents 

BƌŽǁŶƐǀŝůůĞ͛Ɛ ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚŝǀĞ͕ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ-first approach, and I am confident that, if funded, this project will 

prove to be both a highly effective investment and a model for the state and country.   

 

ACTIVE Life looks forward to our continued partnership with the City of Brownsville and our support of this 

critically important initiative.  I appreciate your consideration of this grant application, and I strongly 

encourage the Transportation Enhancement Project Evaluation Committee and the Texas Transportation 

Commission ƚŽ ĨƵŶĚ BƌŽǁŶƐǀŝůůĞ͛Ɛ Historic Battlefield Trail Fort Brown Connection project.   

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Baker Harrell 

Chief Executive Officer, ACTIVE Life 
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October 12, 2012 

 

Transportation Enhancement Project Evaluation Committee & 

Texas Transportation Commission  

c/o Melba Schaus, P.E  

TxDOT Pharr District Office. 

PO Box 1717 

Pharr, TX 78577-1717 

 

Dear Ms. Schaus,  

I would like to take this opportunity to express mǇ ĨƵůů ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ CŝƚǇ ŽĨ BƌŽǁŶƐǀŝůůĞ͛Ɛ 
Transportation Enhancement application for the Historic Battlefield Trail Fort Brown Connection.   

 

I firmly believe that the preservation of recreational facilities are crucial in maintaining a strong and 

close knit community. TŚĞ ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ ďŝĐǇĐůĞ ĂŶĚ ƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶ ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ ĞǆƉĂŶĚƐ ŽŶ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ BƌŽǁŶƐǀŝůůĞ͛Ɛ 
greatest transportation and recreational assets, the Historic Battlefield Hike and Bike Trail.  The Fort 

Brown Connection will provide a safe route through downtown for bicyclists, pedestrians and 

wheelchair users to connect to businesses, work places, busy border crossings and the earthworks at 

Fort Brown. The addition of these trails to Brownsville's recreational facilities will also promote healthier 

lifestyles for our residents to enjoy walking, running or biking. 

 

In recent years I have watched the City of Brownsville take a positive, proactive approach to revitalizing 

their downtown and this trail fits excellently into their blueprint for a vibrant downtown.  With the 

continued rapid growth of District 38 and the City of Brownsville, these types of transportation 

improvements are critical for the future health and mobility of the community.  

 

I fully support any request for state funding for this project's implementation. I respectfully urge 

Transportation Enhancement Project Evaluation Committee, and the Texas Transportation Commission, 

to fund the Historic Battlefield Trail Fort Brown Connection Project.    

 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I may be of 

assistance on this or any other issue. 

 

Regards,  

 
Representative Eddie Lucio, III 

Texas State House of Representatives, District 38 
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Trail project to connect historic battle sites 
Posted: Monday, November 5, 2012 9:53 pm 
Trail project to connect historic battle sites 

BY STEVE CLARK THE BROWNSVILLE HERALD 

In 2007, Brownsville finally got its spine — a paved hike-and-bike trail running from Linear Park to the 
Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic Park. 

Today, the long-term goal of making the spine the center of an actual trail system may be closer to 
reality. The city comprehensive planning office hopes to connect three of Brownsville’s historic military 
sites — Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma and Fort Brown — via the nine miles of existing trail. 

Planning for the connector trails is already complete thanks to a technical assistance grant from the 
National Park Service Rivers, Trails & Conservation program. Now the city is asking for a $675,000 
grant through the TxDOT Transportation Enhancement Program to complete the work. 

Ramiro Gonzalez, comprehensive planning director for the city of Brownsville, said the TxDOT 
program has some $75 million in allocations left over from projects around the state that were never 
completed or in some cases never begun. The amount Brownsville is asking for is less than 1 percent 
of the total. 

“In the grand scheme of things, it’s really not that expensive when you consider what you’re getting,” 
Gonzalez said. “Hopefully, we can get working on it next year if it’s funded and everything else.” 

He said connecting the existing trail with Resaca de la Palma Battlefield is tricky because the 
connector has to cross Paredes Line Road, which gets a lot of traffic. Planners came up with a 
makeover of Galveston Road, off Paredes Line north of the battlefield, that features an eight-foot-wide 
bi-directional bike path and sidewalk, with a “full blown stop light” at the intersection, Gonzalez said. 

To reach Fort Brown from the existing trail’s current southern terminus at Linear Park, the new trail 
would snake through downtown. The plan calls for portions of Harrison Street and 11th Street to be 
re-striped to accommodate two-lane bike paths, and for stretches of Adams, 13th, Jefferson and 14th 
streets to be re-striped for one-way bike lanes. 

In the vacant 11th Street right-of-way between Van Buren and Harrison, plans call for construction of 
an attractive, curvy path with benches, bike racks and landscaping. Sidewalks along Uni-versity 
Boulevard would be widened at different points to establish a 14-foot shared-use trail that could 
accommodate for two-way bike traffic. The trail would terminate at the Fort Brown Memorial Golf 
Course. 

Gonzalez said discussions of the latest project at recent public meetings have generated excitement 
among residents — especially those who like to get around on two wheels under their own power. He 
said the city probably won’t know until January or February whether it got the grant, which is federal 
money funneled through TxDOT. 

“We do feel that we have a really good shot at it, a really good chance,” Gonzales said. “Now it’s just 
a waiting game. As far as alternative transportation dollars that are out there, I think over the past 
couple of years it’s been less and less. They’re getting scarcer but they’re still out there.” 



 

Memorandum 

To: Texas Transportation Enhancement Review Committee 

From: City of Brownsville 

Date: 11/16/2012 

Re: Attachment D – Property Ownership and Acquisition Information  

The documents enclosed with this attachment, Attachment D, provide documentation of the 

ownership and/or use of the property for the proposed Historic Battlefield Trail Fort Brown 

Connection project.   

 

The route for the Fort Brown Connection project is within the City's Right-of-Way except for 

the portion that crosses International Boulevard.  International Boulevard is state-owned 

property; however the City has requested TxDOT’s permission to install bicycle and pedestrian 

improvements  at the intersection of International Boulevard and Jefferson Street and the local 

TxDOT District has provided its support.   

 

The land for the City's Right-of-Way was dedicated for public use by H. L. Fitch in May 1922 and 

thus the City owns and maintains this property. 

 

For the portion of the project along the 11th Street alignment between Harrison and Van 

Buren Streets, the City became the owner of that property in 2009.  A lease was executed for 

that property in 1910 for a period of 99 years granting St. Louis, Brownsville and Mexico 

Railway Company certain rights, included this portion of 11th street.  The City is in the process 

of obtaining a title report for this property in order to prove ownership.  
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Memorandum 

To: Texas Transportation Enhancement Review Committee 

From: City of Brownsville 

Date: 11/16/2012 

Re: Attachment F – SHPO Certificate of Eligibility 

The City of Brownsville has been working with Mario Sanchez at the Texas Historic Commission 

(THC) to identify any potential impacts of the Historic Battlefield Trail Fort Brown Connection 

project to building on the national or state historic register.  It has been concluded that no 

sidewalk repairs are needed in front of historic buildings and that the installation of bicycle 

infrastructure will not impact any buildings.  If awarded, the City of Brownsville will work closely 

with THC to formalize any documentation that is needed to verify and ensure the protection of 

properties on the historic register.   

 

SHPO Certificate of Eligibility – Attachment F

City of Brownsville, Texas



 

Memorandum 

To: Texas Transportation Enhancement Review Committee 

From: City of Brownsville 

Date: 11/16/2012 

Re: Attachment J – Local Bicycle Plan 

The documents enclosed with this attachment, Attachment J, provide documentation of the 

inclusion of the proposed Historic Battlefield Trail Fort Brown Connection project in local bicycle 

planning documents. 

 

First, you will find the Brownsville MPO Resolution for the November 2012 update to the Local 

Bicycle Plan to include the proposed project.  Then, you will see the map showing the bicycle 

and pedestrian route with potential alternatives. 

 

Next, you will find three pages from the Brownsville Comprehensive Plan, which is also the 

Imagine Brownsville Comprehensive Plan.  This 500 page planning document was developed by 

Ambiotec Engineering Group and its partners over two years.  The planning process included 

extensive public input with over 90 percent of respondents requesting more bicycle and 

pedestrian facilities.  Enclosed is a small portion of Plan’s chapter on Transportation, which 

shows a commitment to extending the existing north/south Historic Battlefield Hike and Bike 

Trail to additional destinations.  
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transportation plan 
element
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7. Develop a multimodal logistics/
manufacturing hub at the airport/port area

Developing a plan of well connected streets, 
utilities, and site plans all framed within a 
conceptual Land Use Plan has the ability to 
encourage and stimulate industrial development 
within the Port of Brownsville and Brownsville 
International Airport.  This concept will lay the 
framework for a large scale industrial development 
plan/logistics hub.  A public-private partnership 
should be formed around the development of a Tax 
Increment Financing District (TIF) district.  Figure 
21 illustrates the general concept of creating a 
grid of streets that connect the airport and port, 
while at the same time strategically connecting 
to the proposed East Loop.  The following bullets 
indicate the needed steps to get this project 
moving:

� Develop a site specific manufacturing/
logistics hub plan for airport/port area:

 - Identify utilities 
 - Map existing roadway rights of ways
 - Design intermodal links
 - Map floodplains/wetlands for potential 
 mitigation banking opportunities and 
 cross cluster integration with the hospitality 

and tourism cluster initiatives.
� Prepare detailed manufacturing/logistics 

site plan
� Identify site areas as part of the 

manufacturing/logistics hub to be sold to 
private developers and annexed by City. 
This will help raise capital for infrastructure 
improvements and bridge the City�s tax 
gap.

� Focus industrial development on the 
targeted industrial clusters outlined in the 
economic development plan

� Form a Tax Increment Finance District (TIF) for 
the area to:
 - Use future tax revenues to finance needed 
 infrastructure
 - Use monies to leverage the financing of 
 the proposed East loop

� Work with the Port to deepen the ship channel 
to 55 feet

� Preserve land use and corridors near port 
and airport to improve multimodal freight 
movement

� Coordinate with Airport Master Plan for 
needed runway or airport expansion plans.

� Create a transportation link to the port using 
both road and rail

� Extend the airport runway to 12,800 feet to 
accommodate heavy freight traffic and create 
dual customs facility

� Develop a property transfer policy to support  
land mitigation banking opportunities at the 
Port of Brownsville

8. Create a safe environment for bicycle and 
pedestrians

� Create a link to the north / south linear park  
trail 

� Expand park, neighborhood and commercial 
connections to retail and business centers

� Develop an ADA assurance program

Figure 21. Thoroughfare Improvements to Connect the Airport and Port. 
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Medium to long term strategies (6 
to 20 Years)

Miscellaneous

� Create a Bi-National Transportation Authority 
and plan a surface transportation loop around 
Brownsville and Matamoros

� Move roadway projects into the development 
process so they are ready for state and federal 
funding when it comes available

� Coordinate railroad planning with TxDOT
� Develop light rail options along the 11th Street 

corridor in conjunction with the Downtown 
Revitalization plan

Funding:

The transportation elements presented within 
the previous sections of this chapter require the 
development of a comprehensive and coordinated 
implementation strategy amongst the service 
and infrastructure providers. This will ensure 
the citizens of Brownsville see the most benefit 
for the dollars that are spent on transportation.  
The money currently available to be spent on 
transportation facilities is not able to keep pace 
with the demand that will be placed upon the 
system. This problem is likely to get worse as the 
City continues to grow.  Future funding sources 
and strategies should be considered, including:

1. Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization
� Merging the three MPOs would result in 

approximately $58,500,000 additional 
transportation construction projects for 
the region, according to a recent Texas 
Transportation Institute study conducted 
for the Pharr TxDOT District. 

2. Local Tax Sources
� The 20-cent tax on gasoline, which hasn�t 

been raised in Texas since 1991, could 
eventually rise to 30 cents in counties where 
voters adopt the local-option increases 
under current proposed legislation. Voters 
in the counties that fall under the bill could 
raise vehicle registration fees by $60, 
and add up to $15 in local-option vehicle 

inspection fees.

3. Value Capture
� The City should adopt private / public 

mechanisms for funding needs for R.O.W., 
design, and construction.  Explore Tax 
Increment Reinvestment Zones in corridors 
and nodes, as recommended in the Land 
Use Plan, and in any area that will benefit 
from a significant transportation capacity 
improvement.

4. Improve Funding Leverage
� A unified Valley MPO would be the 

fourth largest region in the State and 
would be designated as a transportation 
management area. This would put the 
region on the same level as Dallas, 
Houston, El Paso, and San Antonio when 
the first cut of transportation dollars are 
distributed to the MPOs. 

� Move more planned projects into the 
design phase, to provide the region with 
�shovel� ready projects for future stimulus 
funding.
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